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Dobbs Ferry Lutheran Church

Service for Sunday, May 17, 2020
Prelude: “Love One Another” (Detweiler)


 “More Love to Thee, O Christ” (Arr. W. Doane)

Announcements and Prayer List

Welcome to Dobbs Ferry Lutheran Church

In preparation for today’s worship service I invite you to gather a piece of bread and a cup of juice or wine
To be used for communion
Please pause the video while you gather these items.
If you are not able to participate please know that communion is about affirming our relationship with Jesus and all who gather are included in that relationship.

We are gathering in a new way for worship 
due to the need to protect those who are vulnerable 
in our congregation
But we still gather because we are the people of God.

And we are called to gather to worship, and support each other especially in these uncertain times.

Let us prepare for worship with a moment of silence and reflection

Close your eyes and take a deep breath, open your mind to God’s presence with us  

Let us pray

Prayer of the Day
Loving Lord, you have showered your world with faith, hope, and love.  Help us to be faithful to you, to offer hope to those in need, and to love all your children.
Amen. 
First Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
13 If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast,[a] but do not have love, I gain nothing.

4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9 For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; 10 but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly,[b] but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13 And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.

Hymn of the Day: # 382 “Christ is Risen, Alleluia”
Sermon
Grace and peace to you from God our father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ amen

These are some of the loveliest verses we hear from Paul’s letters

This passage is often read at weddings

As a tribute to love

The only problem is

That Paul is not saying encouraging

Words to a loving community 

That is doing fine

Paul is writing to a church in conflict

The church at Corinth was a very diverse congregation because Corinth was a large diverse city

There were many Romans and Jews

also Greeks and others

In the congregation

We heard last week, from chapter one, that the church was fighting about leadership

Now in chapter 13 we hear Paul admonishing the people

To love one another

We may see this reading as romantic 

But Paul is not talking about romance

He is talking about the hard work of loving people

You don’t like

Or even sometimes people you disagree with

The other way this passage has been used in the past

Is to encourage someone to stay in an abusive

Relationship

But Paul’s words are not about being a door mat

Or putting up with abuse or discrimination 

It is important to remember this 

Because not only was this church diverse culturally

It was also made up of people from different economic classes

So, treating each other fairly is very important

This love Paul speaks about is frankly

Hard work

When I have used this reading at weddings 

I usually talk about the day to day putting up with each other’s

Quirks and idiosyncrasies’

Leaving laundry on the floor

Not putting dishes in the sink

Etc. 

Paul is telling the Corinthians to lead with love

Be patient and caring when you disagree

Be open to discussion instead of demanding you own way

He is also in the middle of a long passage 
about spiritual gifts 

And the need for unity in the body of Christ

As he says 

There are different spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; 
and there are different ministries and the same Lord;
 and there are different activities but the same God 

who produces all of them in everyone.
No spiritual gift is better than another

And all the spiritual gifts are necessary 

For the community

Paul says these things so eloquently

And much more effectively than 

simply yelling at the Corinthians to get along
which would not have worked
and maybe made things worse

He lays out the different ways 

And the steps to take

To learn to put love first in all our relationships

As I said this kind of love is hard

We humans tend to be a little self-centered

Wanting our own way

And fussing when we don’t get what we want

This love goes against that natural tendency

So, we must be continually striving 

To love selflessly

To lift up those in need

And those who are different from us

We are not alone is this attempt

Jesus is with us leading us forward

In loving God and Loving each other as God loves us 

Amen

Prayers of Intercession
Let us pray for the needs of the church and the world to God who raised Jesus to new life.

A brief silence.

Keep the church from spouting meaningless noise and turn our words and actions ever towards love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Shower your blessings upon the earth and inspire a deep and abiding love of creation in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Fan the flame of love in the hearts and minds of our leaders and use them to bring about your justice and peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Surround those who feel unlovable with your loving presence and make us witnesses to your love for all people. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Be present with the sick and dying, grant them a powerful experience of your all-encompassing and eternal love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Turn our hearts outwards from our own selfish desires and make us better at loving you and loving our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Accept into your eternal presence our loved ones who have died and grant that their example strengthen our faith and service to you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Through the resurrection of your son, O God, you destroy the power of death and remove your people’s shame. By the power of the Spirit, raise us from sin and seat us at the paschal feast, that we may rejoice in the gift of salvation Jesus has won for us. Amen.
The peace of the lord be with you always

Communion 

The lord be with you

lift up your hearts

let us give thanks to the lord our God

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Communion 

The lord be with you
And also with you

lift up your hearts
we lift them up to the Lord

let us give thanks to the lord our God

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: Let us gather around the table with the offering of bread and drink upon it and the promise of the Living Christ among us. This is the welcome table of all who seek the mercy of God in Christ. Come, for we are invited in to this holy mystery.

Jesus said: “I am the bread of life. All who come to me shall not hunger, and all who believe in me shall never be thirsty.

We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus took his authority as the Christ and offered the bread in thanksgiving and said . . .

“Take, eat. This is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

In the same way, and by the same authority, Jesus offered the cup in thanksgiving and said,
“Take, drink. This is my blood of the new covenant which is poured out for you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Pastor: Come, Holy Spirit. Come. Open our eyes to the mystery of Christ’s presence in these ordinary things in these our ordinary lives. May they be for us the very essence of the living Christ in our midst. 

Through the broken bread 

we participate in the Body of Christ.
Through the cup of blessing 

We participate in the new life Christ gives.
Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray……

Our father in heaven

hallowed be your name

your kingdom come 

your will be done on earth as it is in heaven

give us today our daily bread

and forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who have sinned against us

save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil

for the kingdom the power and the glory are your 

now and forever amen

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for all things are ready!

Distribution

the body of Christ given for you

the blood of Christ shed for you

Prayer after Communion

Life-giving God,

you have fed us with your word,

and our hearts burn within us.

Through this meal you have opened us to your presence.

Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter with all in 

need; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Blessing

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead

raise you to new life, fill you with hope,

and turn your mourning into dancing.

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you now and forever.
Amen.
Dismissal

Christ is risen, just as he said.

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God.
Postlude: “March in E flat”    Bwv Anh 127 (C.P.E. Bach)

