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Dobbs Ferry Lutheran Church

Service for Sunday, May 3, 2020
Prelude: “We’ve a Story to tell the Nations” (H. Ernest    Nichols)


 “In the Garden”  (C. Austin Miles)              

Announcements and Prayer List

Welcome to Dobbs Ferry Lutheran Church

In preparation for today’s worship service I invite you to gather a piece of bread and a cup of juice or wine
To be used for communion
Please pause the video while you gather these items.
If you are not able to participate please know that communion is about affirming our relationship with Jesus and all who gather are included in that relationship.

We are gathering in a new way for worship 
due to the need to protect those who are vulnerable 
in our congregation
But we still gather because we are the people of God.

And we are called to gather to worship, 
and support each other especially in these uncertain times.

Let us prepare for worship with a moment of silence and reflection

Close your eyes and take a deep breath, open your mind to God’s presence with us  

Let us pray the Prayer of the Day
Messiah, Jesus, your followers established churches in communities near and far. Take us outside of ourselves and teach us to give away what you have given to us. Show us how to witness to your presence in places near and far. 

Amen.

First Reading: Acts 17:1-9
17 After Paul and Silas had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three sabbath days argued with them from the scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Messiah to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This is the Messiah, Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you.” 4 Some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women. 5 But the Jews became jealous, and with the help of some ruffians in the marketplaces they formed a mob and set the city in an uproar. While they were searching for Paul and Silas to bring them out to the assembly, they attacked Jason’s house. 6 When they could not find them, they dragged Jason and some believers before the city authorities,[e] shouting, “These people who have been turning the world upside down have come here also, 7 and Jason has entertained them as guests. They are all acting contrary to the decrees of the emperor, saying that there is another king named Jesus.” 8 The people and the city officials were disturbed when they heard this, 9 and after they had taken bail from Jason and the others, they let them go..
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9 For the people of those regions[b] report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.
Sermon
Grace and peace to you from God our father and our lord and Savior Jesus Christ Amen

The two readings we have today are about the same place,
Thessalonia 
Our first reading tells the story of the founding of the church in Thessalonia.

When Paul and Silas arrived

Paul did not start preaching about Jesus immediately

Paul took the time to slowly over 3 weeks

To explain how the scriptures

(What we would call the Old Testament)

proved that it was necessary for the Messiah 
to suffer and to rise from the dead

Paul received a very mixed response

To this message

Many believed including not a few prominent women

But there were also those who didn’t just question

Paul’s teaching

They saw this new religion as a threat to everything

In their world

They said: These people who have been turning the world upside down, have come here, and they are all acting contrary to the decrees of the emperor, saying that there is another king named Jesus.
Jesus followers were doing something new

And frightening

And some of the people were having none of it

The next reading from the letter Paul writes to the Thessalonians

We see how that new church,

Despite the protests and attempt to have 

The Christians arrested

Is still gathering and worshiping

Paul writes: We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 

Constantly remembering before our God and Father 
Your work of faith 
and labor of love 
and steadfastness of hope 
in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
They were still being persecuted but

Paul continues:

because our message of the gospel came to you 
not in word only, 
But also in power and in the Holy Spirit 
And with full conviction.  

And you became imitators of us and of the Lord.

For in spite of persecution 
you received the word with joy 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to others

I think we can understand the fear and anxiety

Of the people of Thessalonia who protested Paul’s message
Because we are enduring a world turned upside down

Today aren’t we?

Nothing is the way it was

And probably many things will be different 

Even after the pandemic is over

We see that fear in some of

The protests that are going on right now

People are calling for restrictions to be lifted

So things can go back to the way they were

But after a disaster of this magnitude

Not everything can go back to the way things were

Before the pandemic

So we endure these times and it’s hard

But just like the church in Thessalonia 
We are not alone

We are not just gritting our teeth 

And getting on with things on our own power

Because we have the same gift 

They had

We have been given the gift of the Holy Spirit

To guide us and help us

I pray just as the congregation in Thessalonia 

We can be an example to believers and nonbelievers 

Of the power of the Holy Spirit

so the word of the Lord will be shared in every place our faith in God becomes known.

We are turned upside down not just by the pandemic

But I also pray

That our lives are turned upside down

With the hope love and faith, we have in Jesus Christ 

Amen
Hymn of the Day: # 363 “Come Ye Faithful, Raise the     Strain”
Prayers of Intercession:

Let us pray for the needs of the church and the world to God who raised Jesus to new life.

A brief silence.

Bless the church throughout the world; guide ministers and missionaries as they proclaim the good news of your great love for the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Bless the soil and water; make us better stewards of the finite resources you have entrusted to us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Bless the nations; send a spirit of cooperation and compassion among all who make decisions that affect peoples’ lives. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Bless the brokenhearted; strengthen our communities and surround all people with supportive and loving groups of friends and neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Bless the sick and dying; work through hospital chaplains, doctors, nurses, and all staff to provide your peace, comfort, and hope. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Bless our church; work through our ministries in this difficult time and use us to be your hands and feet in the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bless the saints in light; make us mindful of all who have passed the faith onto us and bring us all into your kingdom of life and light. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Through the resurrection of your son, O God, you destroy the power of death and remove your people’s shame. By the power of the Spirit, raise us from sin and seat us at the paschal feast, that we may rejoice in the gift of salvation Jesus has won for us. Amen.
The peace of the lord be with you always
And also with you

Communion 

The lord be with you

lift up your hearts

let us give thanks to the lord our God
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Pastor: Let us gather around the table with the offering of bread and drink upon it and the promise of the Living Christ among us. This is the welcome table of all who seek the mercy of God in Christ. Come, for we are invited in to this holy mystery.

Jesus said: “I am the bread of life. All who come to me shall not hunger, and all who believe in me shall never be thirsty.

We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus took his authority as the Christ and offered the bread in thanksgiving and said . . .

“Take, eat. This is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

In the same way, and by the same authority, Jesus offered the cup in thanksgiving and said,
“Take, drink. This is my blood of the new covenant which is poured out for you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Pastor: Come, Holy Spirit. Come. Open our eyes to the mystery of Christ’s presence in these ordinary things in these our ordinary lives. May they be for us the very essence of the living Christ in our midst. 

Through the broken bread 
we participate in the Body of Christ.
Through the cup of blessing 
We participate in the new life Christ gives.
Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray……

Our father in heaven

hallowed be your name

your kingdom come 

your will be done on earth as it is in heaven

give us today our daily bread

and forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who have sinned against us

save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil

for the kingdom the power and the glory are your 

now and forever amen

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for all things are ready!

Distribution

the body of Christ given for you

the blood of Christ shed for you

Blessing

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead

raise you to new life, fill you with hope,

and turn your mourning into dancing.

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

Amen.
Prayer after communion
Life-giving God,
you have fed us with your word,
and our hearts burn within us.
Through this meal you have opened us to your presence.
Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter with all in 
need;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Dismissal Amen.
Christ is risen, just as he said.

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God Alleluia
Postlude: “Gigue in G major” (Handel)
