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Dobbs Ferry Lutheran Church

Service for Sunday, April 19, 2020

Prelude: “Was it a Morning Like This”         Jim Crogaert

Announcements and Prayer List

Welcome to Dobbs Ferry Lutheran Church

In preparation for today’s worship service I invite you to gather a piece of bread and a cup of juice or wine

To be used for communion.
Please pause the video while you gather these items.

If you are not able to participate please know that communion is about affirming our relationship with Jesus and all who gather are included in that relationship.

We are gathering in a new way for worship 

due to the need to protect those who are vulnerable 

in our congregation

But we still gather because we are the people of God.

And we are called to gather to worship, 

and support each other especially in these uncertain times.
Let us prepare for worship with a moment of silence and reflection

Close your eyes and take a deep breath, open your mind to God’s presence with us  

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray

Lord Jesus, after your death and resurrection you sent your followers into the world to proclaim your resurrection to the entire world.  Send us into the world to bear witness to all you have done in our lives.

Amen.

First Reading: Acts 1:1-14

1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 While staying[a] with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with[b] the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of[c] James. 14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

The gospel according to Mark 6:7-13
Glory to you O Lord

7 He called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8 He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; 9 but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. 10 He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. 11 If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” 12 So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. 13 They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.

This is the gospel of our Lord
Praise to you O Christ

Sermon 
Grace and peace to you from God our father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

Amen

This morning we begin to hear the stories from the book of acts. Acts was written by the writer of Luke’s gospel and 

Is really a continuation of that book. 
In this first chapter repeats the ascension story from the end of Luke’s gospel. We hear Jesus speaking to the disciples

Although now they are apostles Rather than students they have become Leaders now. 
The thing that sticks out in this first bit Is Jesus command to stay in Jerusalem Stay where you are and wait Doesn’t that sound familiar?

We have been told over and over again to stay at home

And we are waiting until it is safe to return to. Well I don’t really know what we will be returning to because no one does. 
The apostles are to stay in Jerusalem and wait for 

The promised Holy Spirit. 
And the apostles’ response?

Is this the time you will restore the kingdom of Israel?

Three years of teaching 

Three years of explaining that the kingdom of God is 

Not about conquest Or fighting. And these guys are still stuck on getting rid of the Romans. And restarting the 

Kingdom of Israel?

Some of us are stuck, too. Guessing and worrying 

About what it will be like when all of this is over

Will we ever get back to “Normal?” How will we live in this new post Corona Virus world?

Will we be wearing masks forever?

When can I hug my grandchildren again?

Jesus reminds them again Its not for you to know

What the Father has planned 
And that’s it. We don’t know what will happen next

We’ve never lived through something like this

So we wait just like the apostles.
Jesus said wait here for the Holy Spirit

And you will be my witnesses 

I Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria

And to the ends of the earth

And then he is gone

Taken up into heaven

And they stay in Jerusalem and wait

All gathered together in one place

Men and women

All waiting for the promise of the Holy Spirit

And here we are waiting

And praying

Doing what we can to care for our family and friends

Cheering our health care workers

Smiling behind our masks at the grocery workers

Doing the normal things we would be doing

Like school and work and worship. In new ways

Caring for our neighbors and strangers alike

Because like the apostles 

We are all together in this, Apart but together

We do not know what God has in store for us 

But we do know that God loves us 

And we are all the children of God together

We are not abandoned. We are still disciples. 

Still learning how to be followers of Jesus

But we are apostles

Leaders too

We have received the gift of the Holy Spirit

And we must continue the work started by the Apostles

We must in whatever way we can continue to be witnesses of Jesus life, death and resurrection

For our sake and For the sake of the world

Amen

Prayers of Intercession:

Let us pray for the needs of the church and the world to God who raised Jesus to new life.

(A brief silence)
Send your Spirit upon the church, and especially its leaders; that they may lead us in boldly proclaiming the kingdom of God present in the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Send your Spirit upon creation, and especially resting fields; that the coming harvest be abundant that all the world may be fed. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

Send your Spirit upon our leaders, and especially on executives like our President, Governor, and Mayors; that their decisions be guided by compassion and care for all. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

Send your Spirit upon the marginalized, especially poor and needy; that our communities work to ensure that everyone’s basic needs are met. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

Send your spirit upon the sick, especially those suffering with Covid-19; that your will of healing and wholeness be at work in their lives. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.
Send your Spirit upon this congregation; that we may be an example of love, grace, and service in our neighboring communities. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Send your Spirit upon us and use the example of the saints to keep us firm in our faith. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

Through the resurrection of your son, O God, you destroy the power of death and remove your people’s shame. By the power of the Spirit, raise us from sin and seat us at the paschal feast, that we may rejoice in the gift of salvation Jesus has won for us. Amen.
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you

Communion 

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Pastor: Let us gather around the table with the offering of bread and drink upon it and the promise of the Living Christ among us. This is the welcome table of all who seek the mercy of God in Christ. Come, for we are invited in to this holy mystery.

Jesus said: “I am the bread of life. All who come to me shall not hunger, and all who believe in me shall never be thirsty.

We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus took his authority as the Christ and offered the bread in thanksgiving and said . . .

“Take, eat. This is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

In the same way, and by the same authority, Jesus offered the cup in thanksgiving and said,
“Take, drink. This is my blood of the new covenant which is poured out for you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Pastor: Come, Holy Spirit. Come. Open our eyes to the mystery of Christ’s presence in these ordinary things in these our ordinary lives. May they be for us the very essence of the living Christ in our midst. 

Through the broken bread 
we participate in the Body of Christ.
Through the cup of blessing 
We participate in the new life Christ gives.
Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray……
Our father in heaven

hallowed be your name

your kingdom come 

your will be done on earth as it is in heaven

give us today our daily bread

and forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who have sinned against us

save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil

for the kingdom the power and the glory are yours 

now and forever amen

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for all things are ready!

Distribution

the body of Christ given for you

the blood of Christ shed for you

prayer after communion

Blessing

may the body and blood of our lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen us and keep us in his grace

amen

Prayer after communion

Life-giving God,

you have fed us with your word,

and our hearts burn within us.

Through this meal you have opened us to your presence.

Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter with all in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
Dismissal

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God.
Postlude “He Lives”
